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October 2, 2001
COUNTY ENGINEERS/SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS #01-12

Public Act 92-268: Road Districts Contracts and Purchases.

A copy of Public Act 92-268 is attached for your information. Public Act 92-
268 increases from $5,000 to $10,000 the maximum value of a construction or
repair contract for work on township and road district roads that may be let
without the written approval of the county engineer/superintendent of
highways or the highway board of auditors. This new $10,000 limit also
applies to purchases of material, machinery, or appliances to be used on
these roads.

Public Act 92-268 also increases from $5,000 to $10,000 the maximum value
of a contract for anything other than professional services that may be
awarded without submitting the contract for competitive bidding.

Lastly, the act provides that the tax for bridge, culvert, drainage structures and
grade separations may be used without county funds being involved and
without limitations as to the size of the project. However, if the project size is
over $5,000, the road district commissioner shall also obtain the permission of
the county engineer.

These statutory changes are effective January 1, 2002 and supersede our

current policies. The updated LR&S manuals will include these changes. If
you have any questions, please contact Teresa Price at 217-785-1664.

Engineer of Local Roads and Streets
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Public Act 92-0268
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AN ACT in relation to highways.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of [Illinois,
represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The |Illinois Hi ghway Code is anended by
changi ng Sections 6-201.7 and 6-508 as foll ows:

(605 ILCS 5/6-201.7) (fromCh. 121, par. 6-201.7)

Sec. 6-201.7. Construct, maintain and repair and be
responsible for the construction, nmaintenance and repair of
roads within the district, let contracts, enploy |abor and
purchase naterial and nmachinery therefor, subject to the
limtations provided in this Code. No contract shall be et
for the construction or repair of any road or part thereof in
excess of the anmpunt of $10,000 $5,008, nor shall any
materi al, nmachinery or other appliances to be wused in road
construction or maintenance of roads in excess of such anount
be purchased, nor shall several contracts each for an anmpunt
of $10,000 $5:000 or less be let for the construction or
repair of any road or part thereof when such construction or
repair is in reality part of one project costing nore than
$10, 000 $5,0060, nor shall any nmaterial, machinery or other
appliance to be used therein be purchased under severa
contracts each for an anmount of $10,000 $5,000 or less, if
such purchases are essentially one transaction amounting to
nmore than $10, 000 $5,000, without the witten approval of the
county superintendent of highways in the case of road
districts other than consolidated township road districts or
wi thout the witten approval of the highway board of auditors
in the case of consolidated township road districts.

Except for professional services, when the cost of
construction, materials, supplies, new nachinery or equi pment
exceeds $5:000—e6+ $10, 000 iA—~caseof —a distriet—having—a
population—of 10,000 —or—npre, the contract for such

construction, materials, supplies, machinery or equipment
shall be let, after the above witten approval is obtained,
to the | owest responsible bidder after advertising for bids
at least once, and at |east 10 days prior to the tine set for
t he openi ng of such bids, in a newspaper published within the
township or road district, or, if no newspaper is published
within the township or road district then in one published
within the county, or, if no newspaper is published within
the county then in a newspaper having general circulation
within the township or road district, but, in case of an
energency, such contract may be let w thout advertising for



bids upon the approval of the County Superintendent of
H ghways expressing in witing the existence of such

energency and, in the case of consolidated township road
districts, wupon the approval of the highway board of
audi tors. For purposes of this Section "new nachinery or

equi pnent" shall be defined as that which has been previously
untitled or that which shows fewer than 200 hours on its
operating clock and that is acconpanied by a new equi prent
manufacturer's warranty.

(Source: P.A 86-1179; 86-1368; 86-1475.)

(605 ILCS 5/6-508) (from Ch. 121, par. 6-508)

Sec. 6-508. (a) For the purpose of constructing or
repairing bridges, culverts, drainage structures or grade
separations, including approaches thereto, at the joint
expense of a county and a road district and obtaining aid
from the county as provided in Section 5-501 of this Code,
there may be included in the annual tax |levies provided for
in Section 6-501 of this Code a tax of not to exceed .05% of
the value of all the taxable property in the road district,
as equalized or assessed by the Departnent of Revenue, which
tax shall be in addition to and may be in excess of the
maxi mum | evy and may be extended at a rate in addition to and
in excess of the tax rate for road purposes authorized under
Section 6-501 of this Code.

Such tax, when collected, shall constitute and be held by
the treasurer of the district as a separate fund to be
expended for the construction or repair of bridges, culverts,
dr ai nage structures or gr ade separ ati ons, i ncl udi ng
approaches thereto, at the joint expense of the county and
the road district. The highway comn ssioner shall separately
specify in the certificate required by Section 6-501 the
anount necessary to be raised by taxation for the purpose of
constructing or repairing bridges, culverts, drainage
structures or grade separ ati ons, i ncl udi ng appr oaches
thereto, at the joint expense of the county and the road
district. Upon the approval by the county board of the
ampunt so certified as provided in Section 6-501 of this
Code, the county clerk shall extend the sane against the
taxable property of the road district, provided the anount
t hus approved shall not be extended at a rate in excess of
.05% of value, as equalized or assessed by the Departnent of
Revenue.

When any i nprovenent project for which a tax may be
levied wunder this Section has been ordered as provided in
Section 5-501 and the estinmated cost of such project to the
road district is in excess of the amunt that will be
realized fromthe annual tax |levy authorized by this Section
when extended and collected, then the road district nay
accunul ate the proceeds of such tax for such nunber of vyears
as may be necessary to acquire the funds necessary to pay the
district's share of the cost of such project. |In counties in
which a property tax extension limtation is inmposed under
the Property Tax Extension Limtation Law and the inposition
of the property tax extension limtation prevents a road
district fromlevying taxes for road purposes at the required
rate, a road district may retain its eligibility if, at the



time the property tax extension linmtation was inposed, the
road district was levying at the required rate and continues
to levy the maxi num al |l owabl e anpbunt after the inposition of
the property tax extension limtation. It shall not be a
valid objection to any subsequent tax |evy nmade under this
Section that there renmi ns unexpended noney arising from a
preceding levy of a prior year because of the accumul ation
provided for in this Section.

The rate limtation inposed by this Section may be
increased for a 10 year period to up to 0.25% of the val ue of
all the taxable property in the road district, as equalized

or assessed by the Departnent of Revenue if the proposition
for the increased tax rate is submtted under Sections 6-504
and 6-505 and receives a npjority of all ballots cast on the
proposition at the election held under Section 6-505.

(b) Al surplus funds remaining in the hands of the
treasurer of the road district after the conpletion of any
construction or repairing of bridges, culverts, drainage
structures or grade separ ati ons, i ncl udi ng appr oaches
thereto, wunder this Section, shall be turned over at the
request of the hi ghway comni ssioner, with the witten consent
of the county superintendent, to the regular road fund of the
road district. Upon such request, no further |evy under this
Section is to be extended by the county clerk wunless the
proposition authorizing such further levy is subnitted under
Sections 6-504 and 6-505 and receives a nmmjority of al
ballots cast on the proposition at the election held under
Section 6-505.

(c) The nmoneys from this tax my also be used for
construction and maintenance of bridges, culverts and ot her
drainage facilities, or gr ade separ ati ons, i ncl udi ng
approaches thereto, on, under, or over the district roads,
without joint county funds being involved and wi t hout
limtation as to size of project, but only if adequate funds
are available for all projects for which the road district
has petitioned the county for joint participation. If the
project size is over $5,000, the road district conm ssioner
shall also obtain the permi ssion of the county engineer.
(Source: P.A 90-110, eff. 7-14-97.)

Passed in the General Assenbly May 15, 2001

Approved August 07, 2001
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